+ Oy Drought in ſun 
the Country; and t the Defeat of Ge- 


* re BAA DDO GK. 


"Dis multa ne gletts' dederum 


Bog Fonte derivata C, 
In Patrium Popul 


7 7 . 


rex. xvrte g + 


2⁰ & E To bora 


3 


ECOND. EDITION. 
Reverend Melts. Jebn 


2 miniſters in dle. 


K 


GLasGow, Octr. 29. 1756. 


5 Ping applies to by ſome here who 


are deſirous to reprint the follow- 
ing ſermons, provided a recommenda- 
tion be prefixed by any of the miniſters 
of this city; we cannot but heartily ap- 
prove of the deſign, not only becauſe 


the diſcourſes are ſo good in themſelves, 


and are A word ſpoken in due ſeaſon to 


a-people with whom the inhabitants of 


this place haye many connexions ; but 


| becauſe they contain ſeveral paſſages 


which, with a little variation, are appli- 
cable to ourſelves at home; and afford 
matter of ſerious reflexion, and earneſt 
prayer, to all who are concerned for 
the intereſts of their country, and of the 
kingdom of the Redeemer. May Gop 


eee them with his mene, 
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THE 


PREFACE. 


HE was 4 rfrourſes are a W at- 
tempt to ſave a ſinking land. The author 

was on a long journey, when he received the con- 
firmation of the melancholy news from the Ohio 3 
and he had but two days to prepare for the pulpit, 
| aftter his return. And as it was judged proper 
q by many immediately to publiſh 1 ſermons, he 
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had no time to reviſe and tranſcribe them for the 
| | preſs : For the country now being in à ver 
| certain and fluctuating ſtate, a diſcourſe a 5100 
to its preſent ſituation, may be 2 a few 
months, or even a few weeks hence. end time 
| about embelliſhment, at fuch 4 andre would 
be egregious trifling.- N 
The account of the drought, I know to he true; 
and thouſands will be ſenſible that it is not ag, 
vated. The account of the fatal action at b 
Ohio, is founded upon the beſt intelligences I 
could get; and if there be a few circumſtantial 
miſtakes, the ſubſtance is undoubtedly true. 
| As many of our countrymen are ſtupidly inſen- 
| ſible of their danger, and cannot exert themſelves 
Por their own defence, until they are alarmed ; 
LF and as but few ſeem diſpoſed to view the preſent 
i poſture of affairs in a religious light ; the author | 
bad impatiently looked ug 9 of i this kind 
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layed. But it is hoped, 


„% The PREPACE 
From ſome more maſterly and leiſurely hand. But 
- Geing diſappointed, and ſurrounded with impor- 
'  Tunitfes from various quarters, he thought him- 
ſelf” obliged” ta undertake it, tho) under peculiar 


Hanover, Auguſt 4, 1755. 


P. F. Feb. 14, 1756. 
were ſent. to the preſs a few days after the news 
pf the defeat at Monongahala. But the preſs be- 
ing neceſſarily employed about other things, and 
- - Other, unforeſeen obſtructions happening in the 


. 


If #t may but contribute to the ſafety of his 
country, and to the reformation of his fellow- 
ſſubjects, lis end in this attempt, as well gs his 
1 live and prayers, will be anſwered. © 


* 


The following diſcourſes 


it is not now impertinent 


nor unſeaſonable; as no very conſiderable altera- 
{ tion bas happened in our public affairs, except 
+ the. victory obtained by the brave Sir Milliam 
f Fobnſon at Lale - George; which was a. great en · 


douragement to us, cho not a decilive ſtroke, 
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1 ili. 38 Hear this * that the Lord hath 


ſpoken againſt you, O children of Iſrael, againſt 
the whole family which I brought up from the 


land o/ Egypt, ſaying, You only have I known of 


all the families of the earth ; therefore I will 
puniſh you for all your iniquities. Can two walk 
together, except they be agreed? Will a lion roar. 
in the fareſt, when he hath no prey? Will a 
young lion cry out of his den, if be have taken 
nothing! Can a bird fall in a ſnare upon the 


earth, where no gin is for him ? Shall one take 


1p a ſnare from the earth, aud have taken nothing 
at all? Shall atrumpet be blown in the city, and 
the people not be afraid? Shall there be evil in 
a city, and the Lord hath nat dane it? 


F my late journey deprivedme of leiſure to make 
ay er preparations for your entertainment 
ay I muſt own, it has helped me not a 

5 in furniſhing me with materials adapted to 
this melancholy ſeaſon. I have ſeen the ſtaff of 
life juſt broken in moſt places; in a tour of about 
an hundred miles“. The fields which were wont 
to look green and flouriſhing with our ſtaple com- 
modityf, on which our trade ſo entirely depends, 
1 


* Thro' the Counties of N Goochland, Albemarle, &c. 
1 Tobacco. | 


/ 


„ 
I have ſeen prepared with labour and pain, but 
unplanted, or the plants parched and fading. I |} 
have ſeen the fields, that in formet᷑ ſeaſons promiſ- 
ed abundant ſupport ſor man and beaſt, and were 
rich in ſtately, blooming corn, now withering, 
and hardly prorbiſing a few ſapleſs leaves for our 
+ cattle, anda few huſky ears for ourſelves. I have 
ſeen the planter, that was once - ſurrounded 
with affluence, pointing to his empty withering - 
fields, and ready to ſmite upon his breaſt, and ſay, 
Alaſs! what ſhall I do for corn to ſupport my | 
« family next year? I will juſt now ſell ſome of 
my ſlaves, or any thing in my poſſeſſion, and 
&« that at an under - fate, to purchaſe a ſure ſupply, 
if I knew where to get it.” This ſcarcity is the 
more threatning, as Pennſylvania, the granary of 
America, has alſo fuffered ſeverely by the drought. 
i And as the numerous Brzts/h iſlands in the Ve/?- 
dies depend upon that province for a ſupply of 
wheat, and upon us for corn; they will alſo have 
a deep ſhare with the colonies on the continent in 
the effects of this unfruitful ſeaſon. Indeed there 
| are but few paris of his majeſty's dominions, but 
will be fenfſibly affected by it, more or lefs. It 
13 
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ſeems to be 4 wide · extended eirculating diſtreſs; | 
| and we-ſhould feel it as ſu en. 
 - There is alſo a general complaint of the ſtagna- 
; tion of trade, the ſcarcity of money, the weight 
of the various taxes, the high price of goods, and 
the low price of your ſtaple commodities: And 
ſome poor families are already in the very jaws - | 
of famine, and the children crying for bread, and 
there is juſt none for them, What oppreſſive, 
complicated calamities are theſe? Your own cir- 
eumſtances will teach you ſympathy. in this caſe ; 
ot if any of you are ſo happy as to be free from 
ſome of them, you have your [hare in others of 
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them; and this muſt affect you with concern for 


yourſelves, and compaſſion for others, on whom 
the whole burden may fall with greater oppreſſion. 

Were theſe calamities ſingle and alone, we could 
not but feel and lament each of them. But when 
they are complicatedand united, they are heavy in- 
deed ; and this is the melancholy caſe of moſt parts 
of this colony. But Oh VIRGINIA Oh my 
country! even this complication of afflictions is 
not all thy burden. Beſides all this, we © hear the 


* *© ſound'of the trumpet, and fee garments rolled 


in blood.” We have received the melancholy 


- confirmation of the news we were ſo unwilling to 
7 . believe, concerning the fate of a great part of our 
army. Our brave general is no more; near fi 


of our beſt officers, and near fix hundred of out 


men are killed or wounded; an army of one thou-- 
ſand three hundred men routed; and all this, 
(Oh indignant mortification !) all this by four or 
five hundred undifciplined, cowardly, inſidious 


ſavages. Who can ſo much as in thought, take a 
ſurvey of the bloody field, without all the tender 


and mournful paſſions working within him? © How | 
Ad are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war 


* periſhed !. Ye banks of Manongabala, upon you 
* let there be no dew, neither let there be rain 


| © upon you, nor fields of offetings : For there 


© the ſhield of the mighty is vilely caſt away *. 
See. there the mighty dead rolling in their own n 


| ! blood! ſome of them ſcalped by mercileſs Indians, 


left without the honours of burial in a howling 
wilderneſs,” to be devoured by the fowls of hea- 
ven, and beaſts of prey! See the wounded writh- 


ing with pain, ſurrounded with all the tertors of 


eath, and groaning out thelr life, in amazement 
and conſternation 3 many dying. of wounds not 
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Into the hands of our enemies, to 
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' mortal, if proper care could have been taken of 


them! while the remnant that eſcape, ſhift for 
themſelves, and fiy in the wildeſi horror, thro' a 
barren wilderneſs, without the ſupports of life! 
Who can realize ſuch a ſcene, without ſharing in 
the fufferings of theſe unhappy men; eſpecially 
if we conſider, they ſuffer for our ſake, 1. e. for 
our defence ; and whether we may not alſo add, 
they ſuffer for our ſins, we ihall.enquire preſently, 


To compleat our loſs, our fine artery, baggage, 


horſes, wheel-carriages, are deſtro 7 or fallen 


enrich them, and to weaken and impoveriſh us. 


The New-England men indeed are puſbing their 
conqueſts wherever they turn, under the ſmiles of 
heaven, to which they look, and in which they 


truſt; and this we hould acknowledge with grati- 
tude, as a ſingular bleſſing, and greatly tending to 
the advantage of. the Britiſſi colqgies i in general; 


but in another view, methipks it makes us more 
; ſenſible of our peculiar misfortunes and mortifi- 


cation in this colony ; as tho we were ſingled out 
to deſtruction, and nothing could proſper in which 
we are concerned, Aad perhaps the routing of the 
French.in their northern ſettlements may cauſe 
them to over - run this colony, in order to or 


repriſals, and ſet them on fighting from a ſtron 
principle than ambition, viz. a care to provi ta 2 


place for themſelves to go to. 


But even this is not all. I have the melancholy 7 


news to communicate to you, that ſugdry families 
in our frontier counties have been murdered by the 
barharaus Indians. They were aſleep in their beds 
of reſt, without dreaming of danger; and the 
firſt thing that awakened them was the deadly 


blow of the bloody ax, or the dying ſhrieks of a 


wucdered father, a wile, or à child. Some of 
| them 
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them were carried captive, and afterwards found 
in the woods, mangled and half. rotten, with all 
the marks of barbarity and leiſurely torture upon 
them; ſcalped or beheaded ; their women ripp'l 
up, and left in a poſture too monſtrous to be 
c expreſſed, and even their Blond drank *.“ I al- 
ſo converſed with an expreſs from Auguſta, two 
„ or three days ago, who told me, that a great 
number of poor families, that were juſt beginning 
„ tbe world in the wilderneſs, and had made flou- 
n riſhing plantations there, were driven from their 
2 . houſes by the terror of theſe Barbarians, and had 
Aed for ſafety, in the wildeſt conſternation, over. 
a long and tedious tract of rocks and mountains, 
near two hundred miles, into the more thickly 
inhabited parts of the country. - There they now 
are, men, women and children, without any 
covering but the inclement fky, expoſed to the 
deus of the night, and the ſcorching'heat of the 
day, without bread; except what the charity 6 
others affords them: For they were obliged t6 
leave their 'plentiful harveſts behind them un- 
reaped; and they could carry with them but little 
of their houſhold furniture, their ſtock, or any 
of their poſſeſſions: They were glad they could 
get their own lives for a prey. As for thoſe 
families that live in the populous parts of that 
county, they are obliged to gather together into 
forts, where the women and children continue in 
, crowds night and day; and the men by day ven- 
ture out, though in conſtant” fear of their lives, 
to look after their farms, and make a little pro- 
4 viſion for their ſubſiſtence; and as the drought 
there is very ſevere, it muſt be a ſcanty proviſion 
Re Bp obs gd _ 
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I: + *- Theſe are the words of a letter from 2 gentleman in Au- 


f Bae, who was a Witneſs of theſe ſcenes of unnatual 
ardaritys + ; 
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indeed. In theſe forts, which are very numerous 
in various parts, they now meet to worſhip God: 
And they dare not go up to the ſanctuary, with- 
out carrying their arms along with them; and 
they are always io trembling expeftation to be 
ſurprized by the enemy. 
Our happy ſituation, about the center of the 
colony, has kept us hitherto, in peace and lafety. 
| But it may not be always ſo with us: The in- 
| roads of the enemy may reach even to us. Or, 
if we ſhould be diſturbed only by diſtant alarms; 
| yet theſe unhappy creatures are proper objects of 
j our compaſſion, and of our interceſſion before 
God. They are our Brethren, fellow. chriſtians, 
F _ "and members of the ſame Body politic with us: 
And it is in the body politic, as in the natural 
body; when one member ſuffers, all the members 
ſuffer with'it. . To all this I may add, the poor 
Nate of our m militia, which has. hitherto been a 
mere farce. The ſearcity of arms and ammu- 
nition in the country. The ſtupid careleſſneſs, 
or ſneaking cowardice, of not a few of our in- 
Habitants,—and the danger of inſurrection and 
3 maſſacre from ſome of our own gloomy dome- 
"ics. And theſe are very alarming circumſtances, 
that may juſtly excite our fears; though they are 
| not deſperate; nor ſhould they cauſe us to de- 
ſpond, and give up ourſelves for loſt. 4 
I know I ſhould mingle a great deal of chear- 
ful light with theſe gloomy Shades, to form an 
exact e of the preſent ſtate of our country. . 
Notwithſtanding all theſe calamities, we ſtill en- 
joy a rich variety of bleſlings. Though God is 
1 riſen up to puniſh us, yet he does not puniſh us 
as our iniquities deſerve 3 nor ſtrip us of every f 
| comfort. As yet, we enjoy food and raiment; 
1 and the — of one part of che country, is 
1 ren- 
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withſtanding 


} ſuch afflictive diſpenſations to the beſt purpoſes ; 


WE | 

rendered more tolerable by the proſpect of plenty 
in other parts, which Have been refreſhed with 
rain from heaven: And even this threatning and 


melancholy year, may yet compare with the moſt 


fruitful and happy years of ſome populous coun- 
tries on our globe. Our Northern forces have 
more than made repriſals for our loſs; and the 
ſucceſs of our fleet, under admiral Bo/cawen, has 

iven a conſiderable blow to the power of France 

y ſea. Our inhabitapts are numerous, and ſome 
of them reſolute, and capable of making a good 
defence; and a conſiderable part of our forces 
have ſurvived the fatal ninth of July, in which 
ſo many of them were ſlaughtered. Theſe and 
ſundry other things have an encouraging appear- 
ance; and we cannot overlook them without in- 
gratitude, and exceſſive deſpondence. But not. 
theſe favourable circumſtances, and 
notwithſtanding ſuch future turns of providence 
as may make for us, it is beyond all doubt, this 


will be the moſt melancholy and calamitous year 


that Virginia has ever ſeen; and he is a ſtupid 
cfeature indeed, that can flatter himſelf with bet- 
ter hopes. To ſuch, if there be ſuch among you, 
I may addreſs the words of Feremiah *, They 
© have belied the Lord, and ſaid, It is not he, 
neither ſhall evil come upon vs, neither ſhall 
we ſee ſword or famine.” And over ſuch I may 


take up the complaint of the prophet 7/azah +, 


Lord, when thy hand is lifted up, they will not 


ſee, nor labour to eſcape the falling blow : but _ 


they ſhall ſee, to their coſt, and be aſhamed of 


+ their foolith preſumption, But I hope you are 
generally alarmed, and would willingly improve 


B 2 to 


# Jeremiah v. 12. 'F IIa. xxvi. 11. 


J 


ts ne. ie 


C42 } 
to which I hope to lead you in the expoſition of 
the words I have read to you. -  __ 
It would certainly be an inſtance of the greateſt 
ſtupidity, to groan under theſe calamities, with» 


' . out carrying our enquiries ſo far as, — Who is 

: the proper otiginal author of them? What is 

| bie reaſan that God hath withheld ſo many of 
\ 


his uſual bleſſings from us, and afflited us with 
ſo many diſtreſſes; and that notwithſtanding our 
paſt deliverances, and the many privileges with 
which he has been pleaſed to diſtinguiſh us 
How long ſhall theſe judgments be continued? 
and what is the readieſt way to eſcape them? 
1 Theſe are very proper enquiries in the preſent ſi- 
| tuation of our country; and to each of theſe 
muy text will furniſh us with an anſwer; as 1 
| | ſhall ſhew you, when I have hinted a word or 
to concerning the original accaſion of this pro- 

| hecy. & „ Sh rh nog | 
| q The prophet Amos was ſent to the Jraclites, 
towards the latter end of their kingdom, to warn 
| them of the ſore judgments of famine; war, and 
+. _ captivity, which were juſt coming upon them, 
bior their long courfe of ſinning from generation 


to generation. It was to theſe Hraelites that the | 
/ words of my text were primarily directed; and + 
1 they are equally ſuitable to us in our preſent cire 
| cumſtances, which are ſo like ta theirs, = q 
Let us now enquire, f 


1. Who is the proper original author or infſictor 
of the calamities under which our country groans? 
IIIils our country under no influence or power, but 
: what is viſible ? Are all our affairs under the ma- 
| nagement of Chance or Fortune? Or is this world 
the abſolute, independant kingdom of men, without 
any ſubordination to a ſuperior power? Or do 
natural cauſes operate, and accomplith Fenn of 
; | | them» * 
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themſclves, without any dependence upon the great 
Creator? Alas! do we ly at the mercy, of blind 
cauſes, or of the ſtrongeſt arm, or the moſt politic 
head? Are we to look no higher than the Clouds, 
for the cauſe of drought ? And are we to trace the 
origin of the defeat of our army, no farther than 
the power or ſtratagems of the French or Indians ? 
If this be the caſe, what a miſerable world is this? 
What a ſlate of Anarchy and Confuſion 7 Then we 
have nothing to truſt to, but the arm of fleſh; 

ve are cut off from the relief of prayer to an all. 
ruling God ; we are caſt off from the rock of 
confidence in his all- governing providence: For 
hy ſhould we pray to, or. truſt in one, that does 


not concern himſelf in our affairs? 


But is this 


really the caſe? Is the world left thus without a 
ſupreme univerſal head? Every pious heart muſt 


anſwer, © I hope not; or I am undone.” 


nd 


can aſſure you, your hope is well grounded. 


* The Lord reigneth ; let the earth be glad *. 


He 


\ hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and 


* his kingdom ruleth over all +.” 
5 * cording to his will in the armies of heaven, and 
g the inhabitants of the earth, none can 
y his hand, or ſay ,unto him, what doſt 


© amon 


* ta 


He doch ac- 


© thou ||?* Our country in particular is a little 
Territcry of his dominion; and the calamities we 
now feel, are the chaſliſements, or the judgments, 


of his fatherly, or vindictive hand. 


*ina city,” or in a country, 
© not done it? No; he himſelf hath told us, I 
9 : form the light, and create darkneſs; I make 


peace, and create evil: 
* things 9. 


* Is there evil 


and the Lord hath 


I the Lord do all theſe 
© See now that I am He, even I am 
He; and there is no God with me. 1 kill, and 


* make 


e Pfl. xevii. 1. 4 4 bill. 19. | Das. iv. 35, & Ife. aiv. 7. 
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make alive; I wound, and I heal; neither is there 
np "any that can deliver out of my hand. * | 


It is indeed but ſeldom, that he works with his 
own immediate hand, without the inſtrumentality 
of ſecondary cauſes. | He has a whole Univer/e of 
Servants ; as many creatures ſo many ſervants; 


_ he has work for them a/l; and keeps them all 


bufy, to accompliſh ſome grand deſign of his, 


whether they know and deſign it, or not. Men 


and angels, beaſts, birds and inſects, the ſun and 
ſtars, fire and water, winds and ſtorms; in ſhort, 


every ereature, rational and irrational, animate 


and inanimate, the moſt furious and ungovern- 
able, as well as the moſt gentle and manageable, 
tyrants, and hurricanes, as well as Gabriel or the 
> As 3 all have their ſtations aſſigned them; all are 


doing his work, either of goodneſs or juſtice, in 
the grand ſcheme of the univerſe. Some of them 


know his will, and delight to do it: Some of them 
do not know it, or do not regard it; but follow 
their own ſelfiſh and perverſe will ; and ſome of 


them are naturally incapable of all knowledge and 


deſign ; but they are all equally his ſervants ; and 


by them all, he accompliſhes his work with equal 


exactneſs. Storms and tempeſts as punctually 


obey his orders, as the angels in heaven. It is 
the character of thoſe illuſtrious beings that, they 


© hearken unto the voice of his word t: yet hear 


the ſame character of the /tormy wind, Praiſe the 


Lord. Fire and hail, ſnow and yapomy; W 


uind fulfilling his word 1. 


There are various cauſes of rain and drought ; : 


but they are all employed by him, and ſubject to 


him. The treacherous French and ſavage Indians 
have routed our army; but it was all ordered by 


Car 


* Dent. paul, 29. 1 Plat ciii. 20, 21. t Pſalm cxlyiii. 8, 
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caſions of it were diſpoſed by him. There is n 


evil, i. e. no calamity, in our land, but % Lord, 
hath done it. Secondary cauſes indeed produce 


their proper effects, and bring events to paſs as 


naturally, as if they acted entir ely from themſelues. 
But this is ſo far from diſproving the divine agency, 


that it does diſplay its aſtoniſhing wiſdom, and its 


agreeableneſs to the nature of the various miniſters 


of providence. To rule the world as realiy, as 
if he managed it with bis own immediate hand; 


and yet to rule it ſo agreeably to the nature of 
his creatures, as if he left them to themſelves, and 


did not intermeddle with it: To rule it eff:Qlual- 


ly and #ncontroulably ; and yet ſo gently and fe- 


cretly, that his agency is very often not perceiy- 


ed; to do his own will, and yet let his creatures 
do their own; What amazing wiſdom is this! 
what a myſterious, perfect adminiſtration ! Such is 

the government of the univerſalruler, under which 
we live; and we ought not to make the excellency 
of it an objection againſt its reality, 

There is not ſo much need, I preſume, to con- 
vince your Reaſon of this truth, as to inculcate 
it upon you, to make your Hearts ſenſible of it. 
Certainly it is no Extravagance of faith, it is no 
ſuperſtitious imagination, to believe, that God ſtill 
rules the world he has made, and that he has not 
caſt it off as à diſregarded orphan. A man need 


not be an immuderate or an over-credulous belie- 


ver, to admit this. This is one of the firſt prin- 
ciples of natural religion, as well as a fundamental 
doctrine of Chriſtianity. This is the avowed be- 
lief of our country; and ſure, there is not one 
among you, that dare fo much as ſecretly de- 
ny it, 

Bur alas! what little influence has this common 
faith vpon the temper and conduct of the gene- 


rality ? 
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1 6.1 
rality? How many with this profeſſion in. thelr- 
mouths, and this perſuaſion in their, heads, are 
Atheiſts i in heart and practice ?. Do they practically 
believe that God diſpoſes all events, who do not 
take notice of his agency in them; but direct all 
their attention to viible cauſes. Do you really 
believe this, who can ly down at night, and riſe 
in the morning, without commending yourſelves 
to his protection, and imploring bis blefling ? Do 
you believe it, who can review the numberleſs 
bleſſings and deliverances of your life, without fals 
ling upon your knees in affectionate gratitude be- 
fore your gracious benefaCtor ? Is this your faith, 
you who are hardly ever ſenſible of the providence 
of God in the ſucceſs or diſappointments of your 
purſuits? You who can eat, and forget God ;* 
you who enjoy the bleſſing of the ſun and rain, 


and the fruits of the earth; and yet go on thought- 


leſs of your divine benefadtor, as the cattle of 
your ſtall; or who look upon theſe as things of 
courſe, or the fruits of your o] induſtry ; you 
that can behold' withering. fields, and ſcanty 
harveſts, without bowing the knee io God, im- 
8 his mercy, and without mourning for the 

our guilty land, and fmiting your own 
breaſts, ſaying, * What have I done ? you that 

* groan by reaſon of affliction, and yet do not 

* enquire, Where is God my maker, that giveth 
* ſongs in the night *?” you that can hear of 
preparations for wir, and truſt in the number or 
accompliſhments of our army for ſucceſs, with- 
out humbly looking up to the Lord of armies ; 
you that murmur and fret at diſappoincments 
and afflictions, as though you would form an infur- 
rection againſt the king of heaven as a tyrant, 
iaſtead of bumbling yourſelves under his righteous 
hand 


* Job xxxv. 10. 


2 white your c6h 


434 22 © 3 
bab as new penitents; you that utterly 4. 
P 


ſpond at the proſpect of fainive, and the rumour 
of war, "val: on and blood, as tho Jehovah had 
abdicated his throne, and renounced the govern- 
ment of the world, and you had no God to fly 
to; vou that can ſee his fhrearning hand, and yet 
laveh at the falling blow, zs though he were not 
in earneſt, or you could ally eſcape it; you that 
live in the world, as tho' it were not a territory 
of his odetnment; Von that make natural cauſes 
your! 800 „ by aſcribing ole events to them.—D6 
you practicaliy and 10 ly, belieye that God'is' 5 
ruler of the world, and of your country an 
your affairs 10 icblar 4 Do* "you believe this, 
107 wh: and temp er 17 ſo contrary to 
ſt? No; "you are practical Aikeiſts, greater ton 
ſters than ſpeculative Atheiſts. Y hatever yo 0 pro- 
feſs in wk” you 90 in rt and fe Lebst 
and abjbre Jehovah' from being the, governor oF 


l the world's ou virtually ſay he is not che ruler of 


your country: Tour eduntry iö invaded, or pfo- 


* reed; by an drm of Meſh; hd God bas nothing 
to do wich it; your avian or farhine depends upon 
3 clouds and earth, with Fa God to manage them. 


Oh! how many Beats our land mutter this 
treaſon againſt the king, of beaven * On how 
A many ractices is this joy ally inſeribed i in legible 
characters? How is dur country over-run' with | 


. 145 kind of Atheiſm .! How many y Fools are there - 


that ſay in their hearts, there is no G hs 
Poet language is, * How doth God know ? | 80 


he judg 6 tchro' the thick rag $ 'He walketh at 


| eaſe in the circuit of heaven .“ And is it, 1 
time for God to ariſe, and 27 his government ? 
Vince gentler meaſures will not do, is it not tim 


1 fo 


60 Job 1 ll. 13, 14. 7 + Pſalm xiv. 1. 
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for him to make us ſenſible of it, by terrible 
"4 21.4 TDI 79.1] ; * 5 „rie ene 
things in righteouſhels ?* May he not conſtrain 
us to look to him for help, by leaving us nothing 
elſe to look to? O my country! it will never be 
well with thee, till thou know that the moſt High 
ruleth in the kingdoms of men, and giveth them 
„to whomſoever he will *.” Acknowledge him 
thy lord and king: Receive bleſſings as from his 
hand: Submit to calamities as from his rod: Do 
this, and it ſhall be well with thee, and with thy 
children, To teach thee this, O Virginia, thy land 
is now languiſhing with drought, and alarmed with 
the terrors of war. Therefore learn this leſſon, 
leſt other nations learn it from thy deſtruction, 
Can Jehovah, always bear to be diſowned in his 
' own dominions; or ſuffer diſloyalty and rebellion 
to paſs unpuniſhed, under an empty complimental 

rofeſſion of allegiance ? No, he will extort from 
„ ee that confeſſion, Verily there is a God 
© that judgeth in the earth ' Therefore be ye 
© afraid of the ſword ; for wrath bringeth the pu- 
© niſhment of the. ſword, That ye may know there 


* ; 


6, * . Oo . 9 8 
is @ Judgment f. 


Let us now proceed to the Ild enquiry:; | 
What is the Reaſon that God has withheld ſo 
many of his uſual Bleſſings from us? why has he 
not bleſs'd us as formerly, with peace and plenty? 
why. is he not with us, and why does he not give 

us the comfortable tokens of his 5 
Alas ! my brethren, the melancholy reaſon is too 
plain; we are not agreed with him, nor he with 
us: A great difference ſubſiſts between us and our 
God]; and if it continue, we muſt part, we muſt 
part for ever; for can tuo walk together except 
they be agreed? Can a holy, juſt and 3 1 

Th Cod 


® Dan, iv. 7. 1 Pſalm Iyiii; 11. + Job xix, 29, 
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God maintain a friendly intercourſe with a ſinful, 
impenitent people? No, Sirs; they muſt part; 
and wo unto them if he depart from them *. There 
is a controverſy that ſubſiſts between God and 
Virginia; a controverſy not about trifles, but a- 
bout the perogatives of his crown, and the rights 
of his government; a controverſy which ſhall be 
obeyed, whether his holy and righteous will, or the 
perverſe will and wicked luſts and paſſions of men; 
whether he or his creatures ſhould be moſt loved 
and regarded; whether holineſs be the only wa 

to happineſs, and whether his ſon 7eſus, whom he 


has ſent into the world, and made known in our 


country, ſhall be owned and loved as a Saviour 
and Lord. He inſiſts upon it, that the concerns 
of eternity are of infinitely greater importance 
than thoſe of time; but many of the inhabitants 
of our land are of another mind: They pur- 
ſue the riches, the honour, the pleaſures of this 
world, as their great concern, and take but very 
little thought or pains about their everlaſting ſtate. 
Let God be diſobeyed, let Chriſt be neglected, let 
heaven be loſt, let their ſouls be damned: They 
care not; they vill have their pleaſures; they 
well drink, and game, and ſwear, and whore: 
they will purſue the world with eagerneſs and 


avarice. God inſiſts upon it, that if a people 


profeſſing his name, would enjoy his favourable 
preſence with them, they muſt abandon their na- 
tional vices, and turn to him: Our countrymen 


differ from him in this; they expect the bleſſings of 


his providence, and yet go on impenitently in their 


4 ſins. He aſſures them that ſin will deſtroy them 
at laſt: They will not believe him, but hope for 
happineſs, tho' they indulge themſelves in it. 


He 


8 . re- 


recom m 


450117 


lutely neceſſary to everlaſting happineſs 3 and as 
the moſt pleaſant and delightful courſe: They 
count it a needleſs, or a moping, dull, melancholy 
thing, and hope to be ſaved: without it. He bas 
pronounced Zefirs the only Saviour; but they are 
not ſollicitous about an intereſt in him, nor thoro ly 
ſenſible of their need of him; but flatter them - 
ſelves their own works will go a great way to- 
wards their ſalvation. - They alſo differ widely in 
diſpoſition and temper. He loves holineſs; they 
loath it. He hates all ſin, in its moſt alluring 
forms; they delight in it, and will indulge it. 
Thus it has been for a long time: We have wal- 


ked contrary to God.“ He has waited a long 


time to ſee if we would make up the difference; 
but men inſiſt they are right, or at beſt pui him off 
with a purpoſe to repent in ſome uncertain here- 
after; which he foreſees they will never arrive at, or 
never improve. He would have them view the pte · 


ſent poſture. of their affairs in a religious light, 


and humble themſelves before him: He has com- 
miſſioned the drought and the ſword as his mi- 
niſters to preach repentance ta them; but few of 
them © repent of their wickedneſs, ſaying, What 
* have I done? every one turneth to his courſe, as 


* the horſe ruſheth into the battle *.. The Lord of 


* hoſts calls them to weeping and mourning, and 


_ © girding with ſackcloth; but inſtead of this, 


* Behald: joy, and gladneſs, (laying. oxen, and 


killing ſheep, eating fleſh and drinking wine, 


as tho* they acted upon that Epicurean maxim, 
Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we ſhall 


die .“ What a wide difference is here? And 
can a-ſighteous God walk in friendſhip with thee, 


Virginia, while this diſagreement continues? 
| - No, 
Jer. viii, 6, + Ifaiah xxii. 12, 13. 
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ads holineſs of heart and life, as abſe- | 
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No, he muſt walk contrary to thee; bis ſoul muſt 


| depart from thee, and he will leave thee to thyſelf, 


or give thee up to thine enemies, that thou mayſt 
feel and lament his abſence, and ſue for' peace, 
Therefore apree with thine adverſary quickly, 
Teſt be bid thee adieu for ever. Down upon thy 
knees before him; conſent to his propolals; la- 
bour to be holy as he is holy; labour to imbibe his 
ſpirit, and contract the fame temper: Be in- 
ſtructed, O Virginia, leſt his ſoul depart from 
© thee *,* and with him peace and plenty take their 
flight. Be reconciled to him; give up the cauſe, 


and ſtand our againſt him no longer; ſo will he yet 
return, and walk in thee, and dwelh among thy 


inhabitants, as his ſans and daughters. 

But why has he inflicted upon our country ſuch 
calamities ?, We have ſeen he is the author of 
them, and that there is no evil in our land, but 
the Lord hath done it. And why hath he doned it ? 
'Has he made the heavens as braſs over the heads, 
and the earth as iron under the feet, of an inno- 
cent people? Has he defeated an army that was to 
defend a righteous country ? Has he done all this 
without caufe? No; Mill a lion rear in the foreſt 
when he hath no prey? Will he collect his rage, 
and ſpring out of his thicket with a hideous roar, 
when be ſees nothing that is a fit prey for him? 
No; he will not fly at a rock or a tree, but at 


ſome animal which inſtin& teaches him to devour. 
Mill a young lion cry out of his den, if he have 
talen nothing? No; but when he has got his 
prey in his deadly paw, he roars over it, and tears 
it to pieces. 
all the earth rar againſt us, in his judgments, if 
we were not a fit prey for his vengeance? Would 
he blaſt the fruits of the earth, and rar againſt 


And would the righteous judge of 


| us 
* Jer. vi. 8. 
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tional ſins, in this world: 


f expreſs the ſame alarming truth. 
"IM Fall in a rare upon the earth, where no gin is 


E 


bs in the horrid ſound of war, if our ſins had not 
made us fit to be devoured by his righteous judg- 
ments? No; innocence may always be ſure of 
wee under his government; and penitent 

nners may hope for his mercy; but impenitent 
ſinners he will puniſh in the world to come for 
their perſonal ſins; and impenitent nations he will 
viſit with his righteous 08 7 e for their na- 
1 ſay, in this world; 
for it is only in his world that they ſubſiſt in a 
national capacity; and conſequently, this is the 
only place in which they can be puniſhed in that 
capacity. The Lord's voice therefore cries to our 
country; and what does it cry ? It pra laims us 
2 guilry, impenitent people; a fit prey for divine 


Juſtice : And it is high time for God to come 


out againſt us as a roaring lion, This dreadful 


ſtyle is often uſed by the prophets, when they 
deſeribe the judgments of an angry God, againſt 
2 guilty people; and we may tremble, leſt it be 


verified in our country. I will be unto Ephraim 
* as à lion, and as a young lion, to the houſe of 
© Judah : I, even I will tear, and go away: Lwill 
take away, and none ſhall reſcue him *.“ To a 


ple that had abuſed his mercies, and ungrate- 


fully forgotten him,' as we have done, this is the 
terrible language of a provoked God, I will be 


*« unto them, as a lion, as a leopard by the way 
vill I obſerve them: 1 will meet them as a bear | 


© that is bereaved of her whelps, and will rent the 
© caul of their hearts, and I will devour them like 
* a lion . 

There is another metaphor aſed 1 in my text, to 
* Can a bird 


* for 


* Hoſea v. 14. + Hoſea xiii. 7, 8. 
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for him]! Can it be enſnared and taken, where 
no ſnare is laid for it? No; and can a people 

5 fall under calamities, when God has not ſpread 
F the net of his judgments to take them ? Or would 
a righteous God ſeize them with his judgments, if 
0 they had not deſerved it by their fins? No; it is 
e fin that laid the ſnare in which we are fallen: It 
is ſin that has ſhut the heavens, and reſtrained the 
clouds from dropping down fatneſs on the parched 
earth; It is ſin that way. laid our army, and cut 
them off: It is the ſin of the country for which 
they fought, rather than their own : For we are 
to conſider ſoldiers, not as acting for themſelves, 
but for their country; and they ſtand or fall, 
according to the deſigns. of God towards that 
country, without any regard to their perſonal 
character. If God has a gracious deſign towards 
a people, he will make their arms victorious, and 
defend them againſt their enemies, however wick- 
$ ed the men may be whom they employ as ſoldi- 
ers. But if the iniquities of a people are full, 
- and he intends to ſcourge them, then he will de- 
5 feat even an army of ſaints, and determine the 
1 4 event of war againſt them. And was it the ſins 
n of our land that cut off our brave general, and 
7 ſo many of our choice men? Alas! what a 
4 ſhocking addition is this to our grief for their 
* loſs? This ſeems to indite us as guilty of their 
y bdlood. O Virzeinta ! what a miſchief have thy 
T © fins done? God would not thus afflict a righteous 


e 


or a penitent people: The juſtice of his govern- 
as ment 1s as obvious a truth, as any principle of 
_ natural or revealed religion: : and the judgments 


of God upon a land are infallible evidences of ge- 
neral guilt and impenitence. 

* Your ſins, O my countrymen, *© have with- 

| | * holden 


: i 

* 
1 

: ? 

: 


. 


* Holden good things from you *. Have you not 


938 


procured theſe judgments to yourſelves, in that 
*you' have forſaken the Lord your God? It is 
© your 'own wickedneſs that now corre&s you, 
and your own backſlidings reprove you.“ Know 


| therefore and ſee, that it is an evil thing and 


* biccer,' that you have forſaken the Lord your 
© God, and chat his fear is not in you f. O that 


© my people had hearkened to the voice of God, 


and walked in his ways! Then he would ſoon 


®have ſubdued their enemies, and fed then! alſs 


© with the fineſt of the wheat f. But alas! * the 
have rebelled and vexed his holy, Spirit ;* they 
have deſpiſed his chaſtiſements, and abuſed his 
mercies, therefore he has turned to be their e- 
© nemy, and fought againſt them... 
But where do thoſe. enemies of our cotintry 
fork ? Where ſhall we find thoſe ſins that have 


brought theſe judgments upon our land? ew 5 


we can eaſily find them, without a critical ſearch. 
Some of then brave the ſkies with an undaunted 
brow, and do not ſeek to lie concealed. We meet 
gigantic forms of vire, wherever we turn. How 
is our land 'pollnred with drunkenneſs, ſwearing, 


tying, defrauding, whoredom, ſabbath-breaking, 
and all the hor1id Kinds of prqfaneneſs and daring 
impiety ? What irreverence of God ? what con- 
. tempt or neglect of religion and public worſhip ? 


what profanation of divine ordinances ?. Wha 
fwarms of prayerleſs families all over our land! 


What a general negle#t of the ſouls of the poor 
negroes, and in ſome inſfances, what barbariries _ 


towards them? What a ſpirit of. trifling and le“ 
vity ? What extravagance in gaming, ao other 
9 | Hh ooliſtt 


2 Jer, v. 25. + Jer, ii. 17, 19. . 1 Pſal. Ixxxi. 13, 16, 


| Ila. Ixiii, 10. 


"# 
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fooliſh or criminal diverſions, eſpecially among 
people of high life, and affluent fortunes ? 'Whar 
an idle waſte, what a wanton abuſe, of the bleſs 
{ings of providence ? What a ſtupid diſregard of 
divine threatnings and chaſtiſements ? And what 
a ſullen incorrigibleneſs, or unbelieving deſpon- 
dency, under them? God may complain of our 
country, as of the Jews; In vain have I ſmitten: 
* your children; they received no correction ?. 
© Why ſhould ye be ftricken any more? ye will 
revolt more and. more.+.” In ſhort, if you form 
an idea of a Chri/tian from your Bible, and there 
take a view of the inhabitants of our. land; if you 
obſerve their eondvct in their retirements, in their 
families, in publie company, or in the worſhip of 
God, alas! how few; how very few of them can 
you call /incere practical Chriſtians ? How are all 
evidences of the fear and love of God loſt among 


\ © the generality ? They live as If they had no con- | 


dern; with him, nor he with! them. Their ow? 
znterec/t, their own luſts: and paſſions; are the rule 
of their conducx. Alas! what:a:melancholy ſur- 
vey of our country is this? My heart pains me, 


while I review it, and. forebodes ſome dreadful 


thing coming upon us. Shall E nat viſit for 
'.theſe things, ſaith the Lerd? ſhrall not my ſoul 
be ayenged on fuch a nation, as this? Ah! ſin- 
ful nation, a people loaded with iniquity, a ſeed 
© of evil doers, children that are corruptets, they 
* have forſaken the Lord; they have provołed the 
„holy Ove of /-ael. unto anger, they are gone 
away backwards .“ Therefore the tokens of his 
diſpteaſure are now upon them, And who muſt 
not Weep for thee; O Via CIxIiA ! a country hap- 

10 . We +0} | 'D | Ty "A My 227 py 


o 
1 of £5 2 
- * 


* > Toe. 11. 38. T Iſa, i, ©, 1 If, 1. 4. 


1 20 
in ſituation, improved by art, and hitherto 
Blade of heaven; but now undermined and tot- 


tering by thy own: ſins. Thy fins proclaim thee 
obnoxious to the judpments of God: And the 
Judgments of God now hanging over thee, bro· 


claim thy fins and impenitence. 
But alas! theſe viſibhle and open vices are not 


the only cauſe of God's preſent controverſy with 
our land: The original cauſe lies deep, even in 


the hearts of the inhabitants: The moſt danger- 
ous enemies lurk in their breaſts; Look there, and 
< you will .fee yet greater abominations.“ What 


filthy luſts, what miſchievous paſſions harbour 


there ? How many hearts among us are cold or 
lukewarm towards God, and his fon Jefus Chriſt, 
and never felt his love ſhed abroad in therh ? How 


many are ſecretly diſaffected 0 holineſs, and-dif- 


like rhe purity of his facred law? How many ſe- 
eretly indulge themſelves in thoſe works of dark- 


nefs, which would blath to fer the fun? How 


many thoaghtleſs, trifling worldly minds, that 
confine all their attention to the things of this 


life; and have little or no thought about the im- 


portant concerns of eternity? How many impe · 
nitent, flinty Kearts, that never felt the kindly, 
ingenuous relentings of repentance for all their 


fins? How. many old, unregenerate hearts, that 


Have never been changed by the almighty power 
of God? How many that are wholly unacquainted 
with the various exerciſes, the joys and forrows, 
the hopes and fears that are familiar to every true 
Chriſtian? How many that never embraced the 


Lord Jeſus as a Saviour, and fubmitted to him as 


tacir mediatorial king? On the other hand, how 
few are the hearts, in which the graces of the Spi- 


* Fit are implanted and cheriſhed ? how few feel the 


_ work- 


* } 

workings of love, faith, repentance towards God 
| and Jeſus Chriſt? Alas! how few hearts delight 
| in the ſervice of God, and hate every falſe way? 
t How few are in earneſt in ſeeking the kingdom 
al God, and his righicquſneſs? Alas! my bre- 
ttzhbren, muſt not ou hearts bleed when you think 
of theſe things? Can a country over-ran with 
ſuch rebels, that have ſuch diſaffected hearts, 


* theſe things, ſaith the Lord ?. Shall nor my ſoul 
be avenged upon ſuch a nation as this?“ Is it 


hath found ſo fit a prey? or that we ſhould be 
taken, when our fins have laid ſuch a gin, for us? 
He will execute juſtice upon ſinners as individu- 
215, in the eternal world: But now is the time for 
him to deal with them as a /oczety. And will nat 
the thoughtleſs creatures tremble before him, and 
return to him? Sinners, your country is now 
bleeding and languiſhing by the wounds you have 
given it; and are your hearts proof againſt the 
energy of ſuch a thought? REPENT! O my 
countrymen, RerenT! Reyexnt! Down upon 


your rebellion ; confeſs your guilt, and implore 
forgiveneſs. If fin is the cauſe of your preſent 


have reaſon to hape, it will be an effectual reme- 


bdlood of Jeſus muſt be joined along with it. Your 
repentance can make no atonement for your fin; 
hat you can expect only in the facrifice of the 
Lamb of God, that was offered once for all. 
Therefore away to Jeſus, ye periſhing creatures; 
accept of his righteouſneſs, ye guilty ſinners. 
dpl- ' * Look unto him, and be ſaved, O Vieaixia, 
the | 1 D 2 ſitu⸗ 


hope always to eſcape? * Shall 'T not viſit for 


any wonder that the lion ſhould roar, when he 


your knees before your injured ſovereign ; bewail 


ſufferings, repentance muſt be the cure; and you 


dy. Yet, you muſt remember, that faith in the 


rr 
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* fituated in the ends of the earth *. Let the 
name of Jeſus come in reputation in our guilty 


land. But as my voice can reach only to you, 
my hearers, let me inſiſt, that whatever others do, 


you will not be acceſſory to the ruin of your 
country, but will repent, reform, and fly to 5 
ſus. And with this advice, 1 thall diſmiſs you for 


2 few minutes. 
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W HIL E wer our an Lind, 0 Lords. 
We view the terrors of thy ere 


While heav'n her fruitful'ſhewers denies, - 
And nature round us fades and dies. 


Mics: 


While clouds of vengeance ger our head, 


| Seem thickning, and pronounce us dead; 


0h! whither fhall the helpleſs fyp? 
To who but thee direct their cry ? 


* J | 


VVV | 
The helpleſs ſinner's cries and tears, 


Are grown familiar to thine ears : 
Oft has thy mercy ſent relief, 


When 2 Was fear and helpleſs grief. — — 


; IV. 


On thee, our guardian God, we call: 
Before thy throne of grace we fall : 
0% is there no deliv'rance there 


or muſt we periſh in deſpair ? 


— => Was. pet nary od <—oe — — . — 
— 


— FRE 
1 * 1 — — -<.c-4.4 


— pv 


34 
1 


, 
—— — 


— 


2 1 25 88 APR L 4, : "EK "= 
r — l r —— — = 
wy, —— 0 " — — —— 
c — — 1 — — — 5 
— ER —— —ͤ 


g—— — — 


— 


* * 1 
_—_—— 
. — r Da 


— ng 
— 


f 30 9 
_ 


Fee we repent, e WEEP, we mourn * 


To our forſaken God we turn ; 
O ſpare our guilty country; ſpare 
Thy church which thoy haſt planted here. 


VI. 


Revive our withering fields with rain: 
Let peace compoſe our land again: 
Silence the horrid noiſe of war ; 

O ſpare a guilty people ; ſpare ! 


* E \ VI I. 


e % 


Vie plead thy grace, indulgent Cott; 


We plead thy Son's atoning blood; 
We plead thy gratious promiſes ; 
Nor are theſe unauailing Pleas. 


i | | VIII a 4 4 Wu 
+ . 


Theſe pleas by faith urg'd at thy throne, | 

Have brought ten thouſand bleſſings down - 

On guilty lands in helpleſs woe 

Let them prevail to [ave us too. 
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The AFTERNOON SERMON, 


| _.. Antos tl, 1-6. Hear this word that the Lord hath 
ſpoken ugainſ? you, O children of Iſrael, again 
the whole Family which I brought up from the 
land of Egypt, /aying, You only have I known of 
ali the families of the earth; therefore I will 
puniſh you. for all your iniquities, —Shall one 
take up a ſrare from the earth, and have taken no- 
thing at all? Shall a trumpet be blywn in the ci- 
ty, and the people not be afraid ?— 


inquiry of great importance to us in the 
reſent ſituation of our Counter, viz. 

What is the reaſon that God hath withheld ſo 
* many of his uſual bleſſings from us ?”—- This 
part of the enquiry I have already anſwered ; and 
| dope your hearts are ſtill under the impreſſions 
of it. If he does not walk amicably with us, it is 
becauſe we are not agreed: And if he atflicts us, 
It is becauſe we have ſinned againſt him. T be lion 
hath roared againſt us, becauſe he hath found us 
a proper Prey. But it remains for us to enquire, 
* Why he hath done this, notwithſtanding our paſt 
* bleſlings and deliverances, and the many privi- 
© leges with which he bath been pleaſed to diſtin- 
* guiſh us?“ We may gather an anſwer to this 
| from 


T the foregoing ſermon, I feſt noboithad an 


* 


* his conduct towards the / Iſraelites, related in 
the firſt and ſecond verſes of my text. 
The Maelites were the poſterity of Abraham, 
, thoſe favourite Patriarchs, with 
whom God condeſcended to enter into covenant, 
both for them and their ſeed. They were 2 family 
miraculouſly. delivered” from Egyptian - flavery, 
conducted thro' an hideous wilderneſs, into a land 
of liberty and plenty, and protected there by an 
immediate providence... But thelr higheſt privilege | 
was, that God had taken them for his. church and 
pecüllar people, favoured them with a revelation 
of his will, and a religion from heaven, and 
ſent his prophets to them, to inſtruct and admoniſſi 
therm. But that upgtateful people forgot their 
obligations to their divine benefactor, grew weary 
of his ſervice, rebelled againſt bim, and became 
debauched in pringiples and. morals. And will it 
ſecure them, when thus degenerate, that they were 
once diſtigguided with ſo many bleſſings, and tilt 
profetled themſelves the church of. Lo Con 
lis Accure them halt NOOR ages ; 9 
fat from it, a? MS) ver ; clrcuthſlanees, encreaſed | 
their putlt, and ren their p pilaments more. 
cer tain and fevete. geen ach the I 700d, have. 
© { known of att the Yamhes of 14+ 2 ear th I have 
choſen you to be my chu ch and people, while | 
q ' Tſaffeted other nations to walk in darkneſs, 294 
at a diſtance from mea And what ſollows from 
| debee Ne, thetefore L will grant ou greater 
vindulgence in fin ;* or, I will: ver- lol it in 
Jon thoubh 7 weh puniſh ir in other nations: 
but, ther tie 72 1 a ' puniſh, yourfer : all your i 1115 


* guities +: Whoervet eleape, you ſhall not: tho L 
* ſhauld bear with the Me df abel [ will not 


bear- with yours, whom H haye ; nova and di- 


0 ſtingzufttred from chem.“ 


There 
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- There ute many good reaſons for this peculiar 
ſeverity towards the profeſſing people of God.— 
He has a particular Property in ſuch; and therefore 
he expects particular obedience from them. — He 
has a ſpecial Kindnejs for them, and laid them un- 
der peculiar Ohigations of gratitude; and conſe- 
quently their undutifulneſs and ingratitude muſt 
touch him very near. A man is more affected with 
the unkind treatment of à friend or a child; that 
g4ſtranger or an enemy dd is peculiarly re/at- 
ed to fuch a people; and therefore their wicked- 
neſs reflects more diſhonour upon him, than that 
of thoſe who do not profefs his Name. God may 
alſo have deſigns of ſpecial grace towards ſome of 
them,” and he may chaſtiſe them for their amend- 
ment, and in order to deliver them from the more 
dreadful puniſhments of the eternal world. A Fa- 
ther may correct his chid for a fault that he would 
over-look- in a ſtranger.— Such a people have 
peculiar hel and advantages, and are under 
pech obligations; and cosſequently their fin 
is much more aggtavuted, than that of Heathens, 
Who ate not in fuch favourable circumſta nces for 
reſigion. On all theſe aceounts · it is juſt; rea ſon- 
able, and indeed neceſſary, that God ſhould puniſh 
with peculiar ſeverity the ſins of his people, on 
whom his name is called; and that they ſhould not 
Hy tO bis altar for protection, in their rebellion a- 
JJV 8 
Let us now apply theſe things to ourſelves and 
our country, God his diſtinguiſnhed us with a rich 
variety of bleſſings, above moſt people in the 
world,” and made dur country's favourite fpot 
of the globe. The firſt planters of this colony, 
paſſed thro? ſurpriſing viciſfitades ; and were more 
ban once in danger of being - entirely - cut "off by 
ei- Indian predeceſſors. But thro' the tender 
N guar* 


ta) 


guardianſhip of providence, they ſurvived all theſe 
dangers: And now, this wilderneſs is improved 
Into a fruitful field; and we have enjoyed as long 
an uninterrupted peace and plenty, as perhaps 


any country upon earth. Our colony has prodi- 


giouſſy increaſed of late years in the number of its 
inhabitants; and in extent of ground, it is per- 


haps equal to our mother country. It has been 


an happy refuge to the poor; who ſwarm the 
ſtreets, and crowd the work- houſes and hoſpitals, 
in other countries: Here they generally enjoy a 


very comfortable ſubſiſtence by moderate induſtry ; 
and hardly any of them are incapable of providing 


for themſelves. 


Theſe are great bleſſings ; but they are not the 


. greateſt with which heaven has diſtinguiſhed our 


land. He has brought his gaſpel, as a vine from 


once the reſidence of Heathen ſavages and wild 
beaſts. The BIBLE is, or may be, the common 


bleſſing of our whole Jand ; and none who enjoy 
that directory to everlaſting life, have reaſon to 


eoraplain, that they are left wholly deſtitute of the 
means of ſalvation, We are a Chriſtian, a Pro- 


te ſlant country; and how few parts of the world 
«an ſay ſo? I might add what will not appear 
incredible. to ſome of you, who have been the 
happy ſubjects or witneſſes of it, that God has 


ſent his goſpel into ſundry parts of our land, and 


'among us in particular, in its purity, and attended 
with his own almighty power, to make it effectual 
to renew many depraved hearts, and reform ma- 
ny vicious lives: And wherever ſuch a work is 


going oa, I ſhall rejoice in. it as a Worx oy Gop, 
. whatever name it bears: Yes, my brethren, I 
h Hall rejoice to ſee Chriſtianity, pure, — 

Chri- 


r ⅛ Z. Pil̃ ⁊ꝓæ!⁊/ o . ¶ ö 


afar, and planted it in this wilderneſs, that was | : 
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Chriſtianity, Chriſtianity free from the encum - 
brance of party names, flouriſh and encreaſe; and 
without this, it is but little matter what party is 
uppermoſt, or has the ſorry ſanction of a civil 
eſtabliſnment. | a 
With theſe important privileges has God fa- 
voured our land, and us in particular. Thus gra- 
ciouſly has he known and diſtinguiſhed us, above 
moſt of the families of the earth. But will theſe. 
favours indemnify an ungrateful land, in the abuſe 
af them, or warrant them to offend againſt their 
peculiar .benefattor ? Will this neglected Bible, 
will this abuſed goſpel, will theſe profaned ordi- 
nances, ſhelter you from the judgments of God, 
when your ſins cry aloud for them? Will a /lzght- 
ed Saviour deliver you ? Will his profaned name 
ſanctify your crimes, and be a mark of protection 
to you? Does the abuſe of mercy, promiſe you 


farther mercy ? Does the ungrateful forgetful- 


neſs of paſt deliverances, encourage you to hope 
for future? Do not. theſe things, on the other 
hand, give you reaſon to fear the contrary, that 


 ©:becauſe he hath known you above moſt of the 


© nations of the earth, therefore he will puniſh you 
for all your iniquities? Our enemies are per- 
fidious French Papiſts, and ſavage Indian Hea- 
thens; they may be as bad, or worſe, than we, 
in all reſpects, but this, that we ſin againſt more 


light and love, and break thro' more endearing 


obligations. Yet he may juſtly uſe them as his 
rod to ſcourge us, becauſe he is more nearly re- 
lated to us, and more warmly reſents our provo- 
cations, than theirs. The Babylonians were an 
empire of wicked Heathen idolaters; and yet he 
employed them to puniſh the Fews, his peculiar 
people. Indeed it is very common for him to 
employ wicked men in this drudgery; hence they 
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ripe for his judgments. 
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ate called his hand, his ford ®, the rod of his 


anger, his ax, his ſaw +, &c. that js, the inſtru- 
ments and executioners of his vengeance. 
Therefore © truſt not, O Vigcinra, * truſt 
* not in lying words, ſaying, * The temple of the 
Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the 
Lord are theſe. Go to the place in $hi/oh, 
* where God fet his name at the fiiſt, and ſee what 
© he has done there far the wickedneſs of his peo- 
* ple Iſfrael t. Go to Jeruſalem, to Antioch, to 
Greece, to Rome, and ſee what powerful empires 


he has demoliſhed, what flouriſking countries he 
has laid defolate, what ſtately cities he has buried 
in ruins, and what numerous and eſtabliſhed 


churches he has rooted out; and all this for err 


ms ; and particularly for their ungrateful abuſe 


of mercies and privileges, and above all for the 


| abuſe of the goſpel. Be warned by theſe dreadful 


examples, O my country; leſt thou alfa ſhare in 
their doom. - 5 | 
The III. Enquiry now remains, How long, w 
may expect, theſe calamities will continue on our 
land? And what is the moſt promiſing method 
to remove or eſcape them ? | 
God has always fome wiſe deſign in all his dif- 
penſations, and particularly in the inflifting of 
calamities : And his deſign in it, as far as we may 


venture to determine, is either to reform, or to 


puniſh a people. I know of no national calamity, 


«but what is intended for one or the other of theſe 


ends; and penerally, both are intended with re- 
gard to different perfons. God may defign to 
chaſten and amend ſome as a Father; and by the 
fame ſtroke to harden and puniſh others, who are 


2 Pal. xvii. 13, 14. Þ+ IIa. x. 5, 15. Þ Jer. xii, 4. 12. 
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' Theſe are his deſigns towards thee, O my eoun- 
try, in the preſent critical juncture; to amend 
thee, or to de/froy thee; to bring ſome of thy in- 
habirants to repentance, and to barden the incor- 
rigible, and vilit them with his deſpiſed vengeance. 
And can we hope he will remove his angry hand 


from us, till he has accompliſhed his deſign one 


way or other? * Shall one take up a ſnare from 
* the earth, and have taken nothing at ail?” ſays 


my text. No, he will Jet it he there, 'till he has 


caught his prey, if poſſible. And will a wiſe God 


fcatter his judgments for no end at ell? or will he 


remove them, before they have anſwered his end? 
No; they (hall accompliſh the thing "_ which he 


ſent them. 


Here then, my country, thou art ali into a 
dilemma between reformation and puniſhment. 
Thou haſt no cther alternative, but Reyexr, and 
LIVE; or, Coxrix US [megniTENT, and PRRISH. 
Iwill not determine in what particular manner 
and degree God will acccompliſh either of theſe 
deſigns ; this is only known to himſelf. And a- 
las! I can give you no great encouragement, that 


his gracious deſign of reformation is likely to be 


accomÞl'i.ed on the generality. Multitudes ra- 
ther ſeem hurdned in unpenitence, or ſunk in in- 


* fidel diſtreſs. They do not regard the divine hand 


in the preſent miſeries of their country; nor pe- 
nitently refect upon their fins, as the cauſe of 
them. The prolpect of ſcarcity, and the alarm 
of war, only throws them into a panic, and per— 


haps extorts a tranſient prayer ſrom them. Lord, 
4 in trouble have they viſited thee ; they poured ; 


© out a prayer when thy chaſtening was upon 
them *. But alas! I ſce but few evidences of 


. thei: being awakened to be religious in earnett, 


ard 


* Ifa. 1 xvi, 16. 
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and to turn to the Lord with all their hearts. And 


indeed, all the puniſhments they are capable of, 


will never bring them to this, without the kindly 
alluring influence of divine grace. Therefore cry 
earneſtly to God for this bleſſing ; which can make 
the miſeries of our land the happieſt events that 
ever you ſaw, The converſion and ſalvation of 
ſinners, is a greater bleſſing than peace, or the a- 
bundance of corn and wine. Aud Oh! we can- 
not but hope, notwithſtanding ſome diſcouragin 

appearances, that this may be a ſeaſon fruitful of 


| cOnVerts. We humbly hope, that by this ſhall | 
| 7 the iniquity of Virginia be purged; and that this 


* will be the fruit, to take away our ſins *. Bleſ- 


ſed fruit indeed! if withering fields and a ravaged 
country can produce this, it will more than make 


up our loſs. This is a critical time with our 
country ; the minds of men are more awake than 
vſual; and if God is pleaſed now to ſet in with 
his grace, we may ſee an extenſive reformation in 
our ſinful land. O pray that ſuch a ſeaſon may 
not paſs by in vain :. Pray that God would now 
work while men begin to grow a little thoughtful. 


If this ſeaſon paſs by, and leave ſinners as they 
are, they will indeed have reaſon to fear, that 


the harveſt is paſſed, and the ſummer ended, and 
they are not ſaved.” If the inhabitants of the 
world will not learn righteouſneſs, when the judg- 
ments of God are in the earth, there is little rea- 
ſon to hope they ever will. 


O ſinners! now make one vigorous, united 
effort to enter in at the ſtrait gate. Now fall in 


earneſt to prayer, reading, hearing, meditation, 
ſelf- examination. Search and try your ways, 


and turn again unto the Lord . Seek ye the 
Lord while he may. be found; call upon bio 
while 


® Ifa. xxvii. 9, f Lw. iii. 40. 
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© while he is near. Let the wicked forſake his 
* way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and 
; „let him turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy 

upon him; and to our God, and he will abun- 
; . dantly pardon * Cleanſe your hands, ye ſin- 
ners; purify your hearts, ye double-minded ; Be 
« afflicted, and mourn, and weep; let your laugh- 
ter be turned into mourning, and your joy into 
© heavineſs +.” O VIX GINA, © wath thy heart from 
* wickedneſs, that thou mayeſt be ſaved ; How 
© long ſhall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee ? 
6 * Therefore, ſaith the Lord, turn ye to me with all 
© your heart, and with faſting, and with weeping, 
© and with mourning. Rent your heart, and not 
* your garment, and turn unto the Lord your God: 
For Ch! he is cxaciousand MERCIFLL ;* I pro- 
claim it again with a joyful repetition, * he is 
© GRAactovs and MERCIFUL, ſlow to anger and of 
great kindneſs and repenteth him of the evil.” 
Thus repent and turn to the Lord; and then 
© will the Lord be jealous for our land; and'pity 
© his people. Yea, the Lord will anſwer and ſay, 
# behold, I will give you corn, and wine, and oil, 
and ye ſhall be ſatisfied therewith; and I will 
drive far from you the Nothern army, that are 
ravaging your country. Fear not, O land, be 
© glad, and rejoice : For the Lord will do great 
things. Be not afraid, ye beaſts of the field; 
God takes care even of you; and the paſtures 
of the wilderneſs will yet ſpring. He will yet 
give rain moderately, the former and the latter 
rain; and the floors.ſhall yet be full of wheat. 
And ye ſhall eat in plenty, and be ſatisfied, and 
* praiſe the name of the Lord that hath dealt 
2 wanne with t This, my brethren, 


i 


* Ifa. lv. 6, Ph 1 Jami 18. 8, 9. 1 Jer, i iv. T4, > Tout zi. 12. 
and xviii. 26. 
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is che way of ſafety; this'is the way to ptevert 

or emove the judgments of God from your caun* . 

try, Or, if the reformation ſhovld not be ſo 

general, as to deliver the 1 m them; yet 
e 


ſuch of you as repent, will not 
yoy ſhall eſcape the everlaſting puniſhment of the 
world to come, and be received into immortal 
happineſs and glory; and this is of more impor 
tance than any or all temporal deliverances. © * 

What ſtupidity muſt it be, to refuſe to make 
this-tmprovement of the preſent calamities under 


which our country groans? Shall a trampet be 
blown in the city, and the people not be afraid 
ſays my text. Shall a public alarm be given 


of the approach of the enemy, and ſnhall none be 
alarmed, and prepare to fly, or to defend them- 
ſelves? And ſhall the Lord ſound the trumpet 
of his judgments in VIS GINA, and the people not 
be afraid? Will they ſtill leep on in ie and 


never exert themſelves to eſcape his vengeance, or 
defend themſelves againſt their enemies? What 
bur deſtruction, either in this world or the next, 
or both, can be the conſequence of ſuch {tupis 


ſecurity, and hardened impenitence ? 


Therefore ſianers, if you will not hear the call 
to repentance, you may prepare for deſtruction. 


I do not mean, that an angry God will certain] 


_ cut you off by ſome temporal judgment, tho' it 1s | 


very likely to be the doom of ſome of you; but 1 
Mean, that his judgments that are now abroad if 
the earth, will have ſome dreadful effe& upon you. 


You may groaz under the burden of them; yod 


will be hardened by them, and revolt more and 


more; you will be made ripe for eng 


deſtruction; and that ſtiall ſoon — ad eruſh y 
tho' you may eſcape the ſword of your enemies. 
O Gangs the ACCOUN! againſt you is ſwelling faſt, 


your labour: 


at 


E 1 
at ſuch a time as this; and if you are not con- 


verted now, it will highly aggravate your ſin and 


ruin. The /rare ſhall not be taken up from the 


earth, till it has taken ſomething ;* and the judg- 


ments of God ſhall not be removed, till they have 
anſwered his deſign, the deſign either of vengeance 


or of grace. 


I ſhall ſhut up this diſcourſe with an advice or 


two, ſuited to the be ſituation of our coun- 


1 Put yourſelves i ina poſture of 1 We. 


do not certainly know the deſigns of our enemies, 


whether they intend immediately to improve the 


advantages they have gained, and over-run the 
country; or whether they will content themſelves 
for the preſent to ſecure the acquiſitions they have 
made, and to ravage and plunder our families. 
But we ought to provide againſt contingencies, 
and prepare for the worſt. Therefore furniſh your- 
felves with arms and ammunirion, as well as their 
preſent ſcarcity will allow. You may yet need 


them for your own defence; or if the enemy 


mould not make inroads fo far into the center of 
the colony, your aſſiſtance · may be neceſſary for 
the protection of our poor expoled brethren in the 
remote weſtern counties, that are liable to their 
babarities: For it is unreaſonable that the whole 
burden of defending our frontiers ſhould lie upon 
them. If you have a drop of Britifh Blood in your 
veins, if you have any thing of the ſpirit of Men, 


or of Chriſtians, exert yourſelves on this occaſion. 


It now.becomes you to be all Patriots, all Soldiers. 
Your liber ty, vou property, your religion, your 


lifes, your all, are at f e: Your families, 


your, poſterity call upon you to exert yourſelves, 


and not deliver them up to ſlavery, to cruelty, to 


ſuperſlition. Had you ever had the unhappy ex- 
% F perience 


| nr > 
perience of a French government French go- 
vernment over Proteſtants, a French government 
over canguered Proteſtants, over conquered Bri. 
tons, their natural enemies; you would be deeply 
ſenſible that all theſe bleſſings are in danger; and 
you would rather generouſly riſque your lives, or 
y to the remoteſt parts of the earth, than ſuffer 
ſuch ag ĩron yoke to be revitted about your necks. 
Therefore © quit yourſelves like men, be ſtrong.” 
imprecation of the prophet, will fall upon the 
wenn, ſneaking coward, * Curſed be the man that | 
* keepetb back his (word from blood.“ Shall we 
tamely reſign ſuch 2 flouriſhing, wide. extended 
country into the mercileſs hands of barbarity, 
arbitrary power, and Popiſh ſuperſtition? Have 
we enjoyed the bleſſings and privileges of our 
country, while in peace; and {hall we abandon it, 
and leave it to ſhift for- itſelf, when in danger? 
8 8 ſuch ſordid, effrminate fouls are un- 
worthy. of a place in any country. Can you bear If 
the thought, that flavery ſhould clank her chain 
in this land of liberty? That the honſe of God | 
ſhould be made the temple of idols? That you 
ſhould entail. Hlavery, and idolatry upon your 
miſerable. poſterity ? Can you bear the thought, | 
that Indian ſavages, and French Papi/ts, infamous 
all the world over for treachery and: tyranny, 
ould rule. Proteſtants and Britons, with 8 rod 
of iron; and riot in thoſe poſſeſſions, . for vhich 
you: have fweat and laboured ? If you have any 
manly reſentment within you; let it kindle at the 
thought; Paſſion was made for ſuch an object; 
and you may lawfully iadulge it, The cafe of ou 
country is not yet deſpexare : In the name of the ad 
Lord, we will yet life up our banners; and 
hope for ſucceſs and victory. But if a ſpirit of 
preſumption, or covnndicn, oontiaue "a; a- 
oy 1 eep, 


 fleep, or unmanj the inhabitants; 1 muſt givs thee 
ly ereq- 
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up, O my country! Such a ſet of daſtar 
tures are unworthy of fo happy a fpot on the 
globe; and no wonder if their dwellings ſhould 
caſt bom aur; Gini 3 4 coo, 
| Ifanyof you are frightned and intimidated from 


ventering your lives for your country, becauſe 


you are full of fears about your everlaſting ſtate, 
and you would deſire to live longer, to make it 
ſure : To ſuch of you I would ſay, Now you find 
the bad effects of your former negligence, Had 
you * given all diligence to make your calling and 


election ſure, in times of peace and ſafety, you 


would not probably be left in ſuch perplexity, in 


the hour of difficulty. You have no other way 


now, but diligently improve the time you have: 
And if, after thorough felf-examination you can 


entertain even trembling hopes of your preparati- 


on for eternity, you may couragioutly venture, and 


leave the event to God, | Your cowardly defertion 


of the cauſe of your country, and ſeeking to pro- 
long your life by that unlawſul means, will not be 
2 likely way to remove doubts and fears. You 
would be always haunted with a conſeiouſneſs of 
guilt; and that would damp your ſpirits, caſt u 
gloom over your minds, and obſcure the evidences 
of your hopes. For Low Txz Par or Dvury, 
wherever it leads; for that will always prove the 
ame... 597 | 
As for ſuch of you as are really unprepared for 
your latter end, and juſtly conſcious of it; I have 
ſundry things to ſay to you; and Oh! that they 
may ſink deep into your hearts. (1.) How may 
it ſhock you to think, that you who have lived ſo 
long in the world, ſhould want more time to 
turn to God, and prepare for eternity? Alas! 
what have you done with the ten, twenty, thirty, 
* [“ „ or 


rh | 
or: forty years that God has given you for this 


, - purpoſe 2 Ahl are they all gone, without doing 


z any of the great work you were ſent into the 


- 


world for? Have they all been waſted upon lin, 


the fleſh and the world, and ſacrificed to the 


devil? Have you: been deſtroying yourſelves all 
this time Oh! Sirs, have I not told you of 


this, but in vain? Have I not often warned yon 


of the dangers of delays in turning to God? Will 
you now at length believe me? Oh! will you now 
conclude it high time for you to return to God? 
(2.) If the reaſon why you deſire to preſerve ypur 
lives longer, be, that you may have time to turn 
to God, and prepare for eternity, then you are 
carefully improving the time you now have. It 


:1s a vain pretence that you want more tzme for this, 
if you do not w/e the time you have, And are you 


doing ſo? Are you ſecking the Lord in earneſt, 
and endeavouting to repent and turn to him? If 
not, you only want time to ſin longer, to purſue 
the world and your pleaſures longer. And can 


you expect, God will indulge you in ſuch a wicked 


deſire? (3.) It is not the want of time but the 
Want of a heart, that keeps you unconverted. 
St. Paul was converted in three days, the Jaylor 
in a few hours, and St. Peter's hearers under one 
ſhort ſermon; and why may not you hope for the 
like bleſſing, if you exert, yourſelves in earneſt ? 


(A.) To excite you to this, let me try an argument 
It is you and fuch 


or two from a new topic. — 
ſioners as you, that have. brought all theſe cala- 
mities upon the country: Impenitent ſinners are 


5 the bane of ſociety; and bring down the wrath of 


God upon it. Therefore if you would ſave your 
country, repent and be converted. What a cutting 
thought may it now be to you, I am one of the 
« ouilty creatures for whom my country is now 


— 


: | „ 


i 


\ 
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* ſuffering ? *—Conſider alſo; if the things you 
fear ſhould come upon you, how miſerable would 
you be! An angry God above you! a withering, 
ravaged country, an Aceldama, a field of blood, 


around you! a guilty conſcience within yon ! and 


a burning bell juſt before you ! Then you will 
borrow the delpairing complaint of Saul. * The 


* Phili/tines are upon me, and God is departed 


from me.“ Then you will ſee the ule of: religi- 
on, and bitterly lament your neglect of it. 


"= 


"Therefore now make it your concern. 


* 


2. Let this be a ſeaſon of prayer and ſupplicati- 


on among us. If God be the ſupreme King of our 


country, let us implore, and depend upon, his 


protection. Should nat a people ſeek unto their 


God * Prayer is the language of nature in 
diſtreſs ; and men that had po other principle to 


direct them, have fed to this refuge; upon the 
appearance of danger. Some put their truſt in 
-* chariots, and ſome in horſes; and our country 
has no doubt offended in putting their confidence 
in a brave general, in veteran ſoldiers,” and a fine 


train of artillery; and what is become of them 


all! Let us learn for the. future to put our truſt 
in the Lord of Hoſts; and * if he be on our ſide, 
ve need not fear what man ean do. His aſſiſt- 
ance 1s to be obtained only in the way of prayer: 
Therefore lift up your cries to him; keep your 
fouls always in a praying poſture. And for your 
encouragement, let me aſſure you, that © the fer- 
vent prayer of a righteous man, is not uſeleſs 
breath pour'd out in the air, but availeth much.” 
In this way the feeble and timerous, and even the 
tender ſex, may contribute to the defence of their 
country, in ſome retired and peaceful corner. 
They may engage the God of heaven to become 

FS! our 

Þ Ifaiah viii. 19. 
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&, nx all 4/204 © thro? him we will be able to puſh 


; | don our enemies; thro' his name will we tread 


them under, that riſe up againſt us. 

Finally; do not indulge” exceſfive deſpondency 
in the preſent diſcouraging poſture of affairs. 
What is your religion good for, if it do not ſup- 


port yqu in ſuch a time as this? Do not diſgrace 


it, by unmanly daſtardly fears, Shew the world 
that-you:have a God to go to in your difficulties, 
and that you can chearfully live or die under his 
ſhelter. I am ſolicitous for the behaviour of my 
eduntrymen in general, at this juncture: But 1 
muſt tell you, I am particularly ſolicitous, that 
you my brethren of the diſſenters, ſhould behave. 
with, honour and ſpirit ; and ſhew yourſelves 
worthy of thoſe privileges you enjoy, and of theſe 
you claim. Many of us have taken the Oaths to 


. huis "Majeſty's perſon and government; and we 


cannot deſert the cauſe of our country, at this 
time, without groſs perjury—But I ſhall deſiſt. 
Your own hearts, I hope, ſupply my deſects, and 
ſaggeſt to you a thouſand conſiderations adapted | 
10 the preſent caſe; and may God beben d. 
5 . with you.  _ 
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WV H IL E various rumours Bread * 
And hold our foals in dread ſuſpence, 


i We fly to thee, our country's, Ct . 
Our reſuge's 75 1 Ne. PIs et ps 
be | . la 5 ki N. 0 — f * W. yy 


ll This wilderneſs h 3 lid, | - 
An hideous waſte of. barten ground, 
Thy care has made a fruitful field, 0 


With peace and plenty richly crown'd.” 3 5 


Thy gofpel ſpreads an heavenly day, 
Throughout this once bempghted land, 
* A land once wild with beaſts of prey, 
By impious Heathen rites profan'd. 


IV, 
Thy goſpel, like a heavenly vine, 


[ts branches did begin to ſpread : 
Refreſh'd our ſouls with ſacred wine, 


And ſcreen'd the fainting with its ſhade, 


1 
12 | p 
Y. 1 
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hall peace and plenty fly away ? 175 | 
The land thy care did thus improve, 


Milt thou give up, a helpleſ prey! 
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E ! 57% we bid our Ced PF Re F 
And muſt thy goſpel take its fight? 
05 all eur chilcren never view, N 


The beamings of that heavenly light ? , 54 
W 5 . 
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Forbid it 1 4 with arms of f, aith, (4% 

We'll hold thee faſi, and thou FN [tay : 

I”ell cry while we have life or breath, 
Our God, do not depart "uy: A 1 


EE 


** 


Vul. 


1 brokrn 1 and beeps ng eyes, 

Gan fend acceptance at thy throne ; 
Lo, here they are; this ſacrifice, 

Then wilt accept thro Aae thy Sor: 


* 
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